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Thestory of the anointing of David to bekingis a“ Cinderdlastory.” That will shock some people who
think of fairy taes as fantasy literature for children. But, it fact, fairy taes, such as “ Cinderdlla” come
from aworld of injustice and oppression, with afew people a thetap, and awholelot of people at the
bottom, and where the rules and customs of society are designed to keep things that way .

Fary tdes weretold by folk at the battom of society as aliterature of hope. So they are stories of the
lowly being exdted, the poor finding pots of gold, the innocent outsmarting the sophigicated, and the
last being chosen first, which is the story of “ Cinderdla.”

It comes out of asociety where, because of birth mortaity and frequent epidemics, therewere alot of
stepchildren. In those day s geochildren in afamily were not gven the benefits and privileges of the
other children. Stepchildren weretold, “ Thereis nothingyou can do about this. Thisis jug theway the
world is. Your destiny isto endureit.”

So when the prince came looking for abride, the stepdaughter istold to say inthekitchen. Only the
entitled are considered. But thereis amarvelous surprise. The slipper fits only the lowly sepdaughter,
who is thereby eevated above her sisters and becomes roydty .What | want you to see this morningis
that sory istold over and over again in the bible, and nowhere as wonderfully as in the story of the
anointing of David.

It wastimeto pick anew king of Israel. King Saul had lost his popularity, and probably his mind, as
well. So God sent Samuel to find anew king. You expect that Samue will look for someone like Saul,
because Saul looked likeakingis supposed to look; hewas tal, handsome and regal. Thetext says,
“Saul stood ahead tdler than anyone ese intheland.” So the expectation is the new kingwill look like
Saul, that is, hewill look theway & kingis suppased to look. It was also the expectation that he will
come from one of theimportant tribes of Isradl. But instead, God sent Samud to the tribe of Benjamin,
the least amongthetribes of Isragl. And to thetown of Bethlehem, asmal, ignoble place, thelast place
you would look for aking. And to the house of Jesse, who has eight sons.

Just as inthe Cinderdlastory, Jesse lines up seven sons for Samuel to inspect, and leaves the y oungest
in thefield with the sheep. Nathingis said about this. Nor does David pratest. He knows hisplace. It
was just the tradition; theyoungest is the least entitled. With seven older brothers, it is virtualy
impossible for David to be chosen, so heis assigned to tend the sheep while his brothers audition for

roydty.

The seven sons gand in front of Samud. Eliab is the oldest, the obvious choice. Samue say s to himself,
“Thisis goingto beeasy. Eliab isakingif | ever saw one. | can get out of herethis afternoon and catch
an early flight home.

But God saysto Samuel, “ Do not look upon his gppearance, or the height of his stature, because | have
regiected him. For | do not see as the world sees. The world looks on the outward gppearance, but | ook
uponthe heart.”



Thereit is! “I do nat seeastheworld sees.” That was arevolutionary gatement then, three thousand
years ago, and it istoday aswell. M ost of us believethings aretheway they are becausethat’s the way
God wants it. Then whenever one group is on top and another on the bottom, the one on thetop says,
“Don’'t look a me, thiswasn’'t my idea, thiswasGod' s idea.” M og people believethat the Latin phrase
"status quo” means, “Don’t touch.” But in the bible, “ status quo” is translated, “ Don't get too
comfortable.” B ecause from the pergpective of the bible the purpose of God’ s dedingwith thisworld is
not to blessit, but to changeit.

When the biblerefersto “theworld,” or “thisworld,” it is nat talking about geography, but sociology; to
theway society isstrudured, thelaws, the cusoms, thetraditions. “Thisworld” is dway s hierarchicd.
Even in ademocracy it manages to arrange things so that the few at thetop are privileged, and the great
mass of people a the bottom are not. In the eyes of theworld, the pegple at thetop are clearly importart,
and blessed by God. The ones at the bottom are unimportant, and at times in history even assumed to be
cursed by God, or at the least ignored by God.

Thebiblereveds that God’' s work intheworld isto upsd tha. “1 do nat see as theworld sees. The
world looks at the outward gppearance, but | look on the heart.” On apersond leve that means God
doesn’'t carewhat theworld say s about y ou, where the world has placed you, or how God has madeyou;
God loves you as achild. To say God sees not the outward appearance, but God sees the heart, is to say
God seestheway aparent seees. God seesyou asyou redly are, not astheway theworld has
categorized you.

So Samuel reected Eliab, then Abinadab, the next oldest, then dl the other sons in order, and turned to
Jesse and asked, “Doyou have any other sons here?” Jessereplied, “ Thereis one more, the y oungest,
what’s his name. He's guardingthe sheep.” Samuel said, “ Go fetch him.” Thetext reads, “ And he sent
and brought him in. Now hewas ruddy, and had beautiful ey es, and was handsome. And the Lord said to
Samud, ‘Anoint him. Thisistheone.”

What awonderful story. It isa“ Cinderdla’ story. Adually, Cinderela is aDavid story. Cinderdlais a
reteling of the David story for another time and place. David is the pratotype. Thisis thereveation: the
least likely is the one chosen. The one no one imagned would succeed succeeds. The lowliest is
elevated to the highest.

| love the description of David’s gppearance. “ He was ruddy, with beautiful eyes, and was handsome.” |
havethis theory. Thereis nothingin the story tha contradictsthis, so | say | have permission to

embel lish. Besides, therabbis did it al thetime. They caled it “midrash.” It means to elaborate on the
story in order to bring out the meaning more clearly for anew situation. That iswhat | want to dowith
theverse, “ Hewas ruddy, had beautiful ey es, and was handsome.” And suggest that David redly was
quite ordinary, and plain, and perhaps even homely. Tha would be appropriate tothe sereotypein that
society of thelowly shepherd. But when Samuel put his hand on David, and said, “ this isthe chosen
one,” and then anointed him, that is when David becameruddy, his eyes brightened, and hewas
handsome,

I’ ve seen that happen. So haveyou. The beauty tha reflects aradiance within. It is thepower of
knowing | amworthy. People who aretold they areimportant wak with dignity. People who aretold
fromtheday they are born they are beautiful, grow up beautiful. James Angell tels of thetime his
youngest son brought home apaper from school. It was his fird atempt at writingastory. Theproduct
was what y ou would expect from asmal child. But the teacher had written anote on the pger. “ 1 see



herethe begnning of doquence.” That’s akind of anointing. It’saway of saying, “1 don’t look on the
outward gppearance, the awkwardness, the clumsiness, the mistakes. | look on the heart, and seewhat is
paentidly there, who hewantsto be. | see not whet the person is now but what she can become.”

Now go to the epiglelesson for this morning, Paul’s Second L etter tothe Corinthians. “ From now on,
therefore, we regard no one from ahuman point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyoneisin Christ, thereis anew
creation: everythingold has passed away ; see, everything has become new.”

That means if you cal yoursdf “ Chrigian” theworld as * gatus quo”, the world of oppression and
injustice, the world of categorization, has passed away, and anew world is here. So as a Christian | can
no longer regard any one from ahuman point of view. | can no longer look on anyone the way the world
has categorized them. In other words | no longer see as the world sees. Theworld looks on the outward
gppearance, but | look upon the heart.

I will confess that | have spent my whole adult life beingliberated from thetyranny of outward
gppearances. | was born alongtime ago in another world, aworld in which blacks had their place, and
forei gners had their place, and women had their place, and gays had no place. Andit was atimein
which the church, though it didn’t know it, was actudly part of the world. The church was no different
than any ather institution, because in the church, blacks had their place, fore gners had their place,
women had their place, and gay s had no place.

Then awonderful thing happened through the civil rights movement, which took placefirst in theworld
because God got tired of waitingfor it to begin in the church. The civil rights movement changed the
status quo, the way things had alway s been, removing barriers that kept peoplein their place. The result
has been what M artin Luther Kingsaid it would be, a liberation, not just for African Americans, but for
al of us. So now we arefreeto seenot just the outward appearance, the labels society puts onpeople.
We arefree now to seewhat isin the heart, theway God sees.

You can say thecivil rights movement was the great accomplishment of the twentieth century. We are
faced with another cha lenge in the twenty -firg century. It was brought to light in anow famous book
written by Samud Huntington in 1996, entitled, The Clash of Civilizations, in which he sad that the end
of the Cold War, in 1989, did not bringabout anew eraof peacein theworld, but anew eraof conflict,
this one based on religon rather than ideology and palitics. Thereason, he sad, is that in times of socid
upheavd, or culturd disruption, when old institutions and vaues are being questioned, people turnto the
center, that is, to religon, for identity. And, according to Huntington, that’s theproblem. Because the
nature of reigon isto divide.

We would haveto admit that higoricdly that has been the case. In this world the sance of Christiansin
relation to other religons has been one of superiority. Chrigianity has traditiondly said, we are saved,
and they are not. We are enlightened, and they are benighted. We areright, and they arewrong. That has
been the status quo of Chrigian relationship with ather religions. But we are faced with anew chalenge
today . Redly for thefirst timethe church is confronted with other religons. For thefirst time other
religons are not some exotic practice of forel gners in distant lands, but the religon of our ne ghbors.

In the padt the church used the “ triumphant passages” in the New T estament in defining our relation to
others, such as, “No one comes to the Father except by me.” But to undersand the meaning of mission,
and evangelism, we could just as well turn to the” servant passages,” which, in the gospels, are much
more numerous, such as the Good Samaritan parable, in which afore gner, despised because of his



nationality, and considered inferior because of hisrdigon, is lifted up as amode for dl of us. Because
the Samaritan, amember of ahated race, practices without hesitation what members of the chosen
covenant people only talk about.

| suggest theM uslims are the Samaritans of our time. If so, then maybe Jesus is saying the red
evangdism in our time is not to look upon the outward appearance of M uslims, but into their hearts.
Thereis awonderful example of what that might look likein the story of GregM ortenson, author of
Three Cups of Tea. Severd years ago he atempted to climb K2, the second highest mountain in the
world. Comingdown off the mountain he got lost, and stumbled into asmall Pakistani village. The

M uslim villagers immediately received him with good biblica hospitality, and introduced himto the tea
ceremony . They explained that withthefirst cup of teayou are astranger. With the second y ou become
afriend. And with the third, “you join our family, and for our family we are prepared to do anything,
even die”

When M ortenson discovered the village had no school, he built one. Other villages heard what he had
done and asked for a school too, and from thereit spread quickly. Today heis building schoolsin
Tdiban controlled Pakistan. M ortenson was asked to address the United States Congress. He said, “1've
learned that terror doesn’'t happen because some group of people somewhere like Pakistan decide to hate
us. It hgppens because children aren’t being off ered a bright enough future that they have reason to
choose life over desth.”

So how do we meset the chd lenge of other religons and other cultures. Huntington predictsthat bath

Christians and M uslims will retreet to their cores, which means they will become fundamentdists and
produce the clash of civilizations. But he dso wrote, dmost as afootnate, tha the only way the clash
can beavoided isto treat peogplewho are different with respect and dignity.

Which sounds an awful lot like, “ Do not look upon the outward appearance, but look on the heart.”
“For we regard no one from a human point of view...because there is anew creation. See, the old world
is gone, and everything has become new.”



