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THE MOST VENERABLE ORDER OF THE HOSPITAL
OF SAINT JOHN OF JERUSALEM

he Most Venerable Order of St. John shares its origins with the religious
Hospitallers, who began a hospice in Jerusalem for the care of pilgrims, headed by a
monk called the Blessed Gerard. The Roman Catholic Sovereign Military Order of
Malta began with a Charter from Pope Pascal II in 1113. The Order spread to

Europe, but in 1540 was dissolved in England by King Henry VIII, and only briefly
reinstated in 1557 by Queen Mary. An early 19th Century move to revive the Order in
England resulted in the creation of The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of Saint John
of Jerusalem in 1888 with a grant of a Royal Charter by Queen Victoria. The Venerable
Order is ecumenical and international in scope, with Priories in England, Scotland, Wales,
South Africa, New Zealand, Canada, Australia, and the United States. Today the Sovereign
Head is Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and the Grand Prior is His Royal Highness Prince
Richard, Duke of Gloucester. Together with The Bailiwick of Brandenburg
(Johanniterorden), the Johanniterorder I Sverige, (Sweden), the Johanniter Orde in
Nederland (Netherlands) and the four non-German commanderies of The Bailiwick of
Brandenburg (Swiss, French, Hungarian and Finnish), The Venerable Order is a member of
The Alliance of the Orders of St. John of Jerusalem, and enjoys good relations with the
Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of Malta.

The Order is unique in its corporate work for the benefit of society in two foundations: The
St. John Eye Hospital in Jerusalem and St. John Ambulance in the United Kingdom and
countries abroad. Membership in the Order includes those of all faiths who espouse to the
basic Christian principles of voluntary charity, in the giving of aid to anyone in need,
regardless of race, religion or political persuasion.
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PRECES AND RESPONSES John Reading (1685-1764)

Officiant: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord. The Lord’s name be praised.

THE OFFICE HYMN, No. 624 Ewing
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Please be seated.

PSALM 84 Quam dilecta! (choir) Chant: Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918)
how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts! My soul hath a

desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord; my heart and
my flesh rejoice in the living God. Yea, the sparrow hath found her
an house, and the swallow a nest, where she may lay her young,

even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house; they will be always praising thee.
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, in whose heart are thy ways,
who going through the vale of misery use it for a well; and the pools are filled
with water. They will go from strength to strength, and unto the God of gods
appeareth every one of them in Sion. O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
hearken, O God of Jacob. Behold, O God our defender, and look upon the
face of thine Anointed.
For one day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a door-
keeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness. For
the Lord God is a light and defence; the Lord will give grace and worship, and
no good thing shall he withhold from them that live a godly life. O Lord God
of hosts, blessed is the man that putteth his trust in thee.

Gloria Patri.

FIRST READING JEREMIAH 1:1-10

he words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the
land of Benjamin: To whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the
son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. It came also in the
days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year

of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in
the fifth month. Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the
womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.
Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But the LORD said
unto me,
Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I
command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver
thee, saith the LORD.
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Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me,
Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the nations and
over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to
build, and to plant.

Please stand for the censing during the Magnificat;
you may be seated once the censing is concluded.

MAGNIFICAT in B-flat Sir Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

y soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm, he hath scattered the

proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted

the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he

hath sent empty away,
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham, and his seed forever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen
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SECOND READING JOHN 5:19-24

hen answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can
do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth
him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than these,

that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the
Son quickeneth whom he will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all
judgment unto the Son: That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.
He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. Verily, verily,
I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

Please remain seated.

NUNC DIMITTIS in B-flat Sir Charles Villiers Stanford

ord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according
to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast
prepared before the face of all people.

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of
thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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The Creed is sung by all on a monotone.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

SALUTATION

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
Choir: And with thy spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray.

LESSER LITANY John Reading

Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (Sung by all on a monotone)

ur Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

SUFFRAGES

Officiant: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir: And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant: O Lord, save the State.
Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Officiant: Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant: O Lord, save thy people.
Choir: And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant: Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

Officiant: O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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THE COLLECTS

THE COLLECT FOR SUNDAY

God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son;

who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR PEACE

GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed;
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that our hearts may be
set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the

fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus
Christ our Saviour. Amen.

THE COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST PERILS

IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O LORD; and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Please be seated.

THE HOMILY THE VERY REV. SCOTT RICHARDSON
Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral

THE ANTHEMS

During the anthems, an offering to help sustain the Cathedral
and its programs will be collected.

Thou Knowest, Lord Henry Purcell (c.1659-1695)
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy merciful ears unto our prayer;
but spare us, Lord, spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty; O holy and most
merciful Saviour, thou most worthy judge eternal, suffer us not at our last hour for any pain
of death to fall from thee. Amen. [text: Burial Service, Book of Common Prayer]
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O Nata Lux Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585)
O Light Incarnate, Light of Light, Jesus, Redeemer of the world, take thy supplicants
praise, and in thy might and mercy hear the prayers they make. Thou who didst design for
lost mankind, to veil in flesh thy deity. As members of thy body, Lord, bind us to thy
humanity. [text: Office Hymn at Lauds]

THE WELCOME FROM THE DEAN

Please stand or kneel for the Prayers.

THE PRAYERS

FOR THE SOVEREIGN HEAD OF THE ORDER

ET US PRAY GOD, through Jesus Christ our Lord, that He would bless and preserve our
most Gracious Lady Queen Elizabeth, The Sovereign Head of the Order, that under
Her the Order may be godly and quietly governed. Amen.

FOR SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST, PATRON OF THE ORDER

LMIGHTY GOD, who by the ministry of Saint John Baptist didst prepare thy people to
behold the splendor of thine Incarnate Word; Grant that all our labors on behalf of our
fellow men, may serve to bring them to that perfectness of faith in thy Son, which

alone is both their salvation and our certain hope; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

FOR THE GRAND PRIOR AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE ORDER

ET US PRAY GOD, through Jesus Christ our Lord, that he would vouchsafe to preserve
Richard, the Grand Prior, and the Great Officers and Members of the Order and its
Foundations. Enlighten their minds that they may work in prudence, temperance,

justice and fortitude, and study to maintain the honor and usefulness of the Order. Amen.

FOR THE OTHER ORDERS OF ST. JOHN

E GIVE THANKS to thee for the work of the Blessed Gerard, founder of the first
hospice in Jerusalem. By thy continuing grace, bless and preserve the Order and all
the Confrères of The Sovereign Military Order of Malta, and the Johanniter Orders

of Germany, Sweden, and The Netherlands. Amen.
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FOR THE HOSPITAL IN JERUSALEM

LMIGHTY GOD, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about doing good and healing all
manner of sickness and disease among the people; Bless, we beseech thee, the work of
the St. John Eye Hospital in Jerusalem. Especially accept our thanks for its work done

with skill and faithfulness during this troubled time; and grant that it may continue to be a
center of light and healing to all who come within its walls and to those touched by its
outreach; through him who is the Light of the World and the Great Physician, even Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

HE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen.

A

T


